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Staff Farewells
As we come to the end of the year, we thank all of our
staff that have made a difference this year. As with all
years, there will be staff that farewell the school and
new staff that arrive.

This year we farewell;

● Miss Micallef who will start her maternity leave
● Miss Derbyshire and Miss Clutton who are

taking a year of leave from their positions
● Mrs Hall who will take well deserved long

service leave in semester one
● Miss Matthews, Mr Riordan and Miss Jablonka

who finish their temporary contracts and have
not renewed

● Miss Keating and Miss Kenny who will return
home to Ireland

● Mrs Hozier who has officially resigned from the
Department after a long career at Maroubra
Bay

Our thanks to our staff for everything they have done
for our students. We thank you for your contribution to
Maroubra Bay.

In 2023 we will welcome a number of new staff, both
experienced and graduates. We look forward to
announcing our new line up when we return in 2023.

A focus for 2023
Children can display difficult behaviour at times as a
normal part of growing up. Your child may have been
impacted by the behaviour of others or have behaved
in a way that impacted other people at school.

These behaviours can be very distressing to other
children, parents and teachers – but they will also
likely to distress the child behaving this way, and their
family. As a Department of Education school, we are

well equipped to manage the many complex needs of
students that are enrolled in our system.

Sometimes these strategies are simple and work
quickly. Other times they are more complex and
represent the complexity of the challenging behaviours
presented. Often a lot of these strategies operate in
the background and other students and parents may
not necessarily see what is happening.

Parents and carers should know that we access a
range of strategies including in class supports,
withdrawal groups, SLSO support staff, teacher
professional development and department behaviour
support. As a Department school, we also have access
to behaviour support classes at other schools if
appropriate.

We look forward to working closely with all students in
2023, offering the support that each child needs and
working even more closely with all families. Expect to
see improved individual assessments in Literacy and
Numeracy as well as specific wellbeing programs in
social skills, relationships and anti-bullying next year.
We have also doubled our staffing commitment to
learning and support in 2023 and will target particular
cohorts that require the most intervention.

I look forward to working with all families next year.

Our next school newsletter will be the week before
school returns in late January. Enjoy your break.

Matthew Ackerma�
Principal

Our school is proudly supported by
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SSHS Enrichment Program
Over the past six weeks, a small group of Year 5
students attended the South Sydney Enrichment
Program every Thursday.

The South Sydney Enrichment Program was an
amazing experience for us. We were very lucky to be
able to encounter this spectacular experience. It has
taught us many things and let us meet new people
from different schools. We have learnt many new skills
such as communication and coding skills.

We were separated into two groups (Group A and B)
Throughout the day, we would rotate between groups
and do tasks with Miss Gor and Miss de Poir.

Fun activities included:

● Sports - Betrayal, Multi-sports

● Mini games - Four in a Row, Giant Jenga,
Chinese Checkers

● Fun activities - Colouring, puzzles, problem
solving questions

- Sophie

We really enjoyed participating in the Enrichment
Program this term because we feel that being in a high
school learning environment has helped us further
excel. We also think this was a great experience
because we got to meet kind and caring new people
with common interests. Overall, the SSEP program
has really helped us with strategies, communication,
robotics, sport and helping the environment. Thank
you for choosing us!!

- Olivia

Doing this program in Term 4 gave us a great
opportunity and gave us a taste of  high school. It has
helped us in many different ways. We have met loads
of people and made many new friends during the six
Thursdays of being there.

- Roxy

The Enrichment Program was a great experience for
us and our learning. We learned to work with other
people and to be open minded. We tried new things
every week and learnt so many new skills. This was a
great opportunity for us and we hope others will try this
program in future.

- Matilda

It was a very fun experience and I wish I could go
again. My favourite day was robotics day because we
got to code games and make robots to fight each
other. I made the robot ankle break the other robot.

- Rocky
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Year 6 Fun Day
@ Luna Park

On Wednesday staff took Year 6 to their annual fun
day. This year, for the first time, we went to Luna Park.
What an amazing and inclusive day it was. The
students were so well behaved and showed great
respect, responsibility and care towards each other
and other guests.

We look forward to making this an annual event for
Year 6. Our thanks to Mr Lucas for all of his
organisation of this great event.

3



End of Year activities
Parents and community members are invited to our end of year activities this year. Please make sure these dates and
times are in your calendars.

K-2 Presentation Day, Wednesday 14 December at 9.30am
3-6 Presentation Day, Wednesday 14 December at 10.15am
Year 6 Graduation Assembly, Friday 16 December at 2.00pm

Change to end of year staff day
After completing professional development in Trauma Informed Practice as well as Managing Actual or Potential
Aggression training this year, staff are not required to attend school on Tuesday 20 December. Therefore staff will
finish on Monday 19 December.

Term 4 2022
Month Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

December 9
5/12
S3 Footsteps

6/12
S3 Footsteps

7/12
Year 6 Fun Day @
Luna Park

8/12
S3 Footsteps

9/12
Picnic Day @
Eastgardens

S3 Footsteps

December 10
12/12
S3 Footsteps

13/12
S3 Footsteps

14/12
K-2 Presentation
Day 9.30am
3-6 Presentation
day 10.15am

S3 Footsteps

15/12
Year 6 Graduation
Night

16/12
Student’s last day

Year 6 Graduation
Assembly 2pm

December 11
19/12
School
Development Day
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Term 1 2023
Month Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

January 1
23/1 24/1 25/1 26/1

Australia Day
27/1
School
Development Day
1

January /
February 2

30/1
School
Development Day
2

31/1
Students 1-6
Return

Kinder Best Start

1/2
Kinder Best Start

2/2
Kinder Best Start

3/2
All Kinder students
start

February 3
6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2

Swimming Carnival
10/2

February 4
13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2

February 5
20/2 21/2

SRE / SEE starts
22/2 23/2 24/2

February /
March 6

27/2
ESPSSA Zone
Swimming

28/2 1/3 2/3 3/3

March 7
6/3 7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3

March 8
13/3 14/3 15/3 16/3 17/3

March 9
27/3
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

28/3
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

29/3
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

30/3
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

31/3
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

April 10
3/4
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

4/4
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

5/4
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

6/4
Year 2 Swim
Scheme

Student’s Last day

7/4
Good Friday
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